
PRAYER
CELEBRATING THE FORMATION OF 
THE ACT ALLIANCE.

CALL TO WORSHIP

L:  In the name of the Blessed Trinity, one God, now and forever

A:  Amen

HYMN: Santo, Santo, Santo.  


(Agape Songs of hope and reconciliation no 81)

(During the hymn, a procession with a cross, tablecloth and candlelight(s) may enter the room. Lay the cloth on the table/altar, place the cross and light the candle.) 

Greetings

(A representative for a member of ACT Alliance presents the vision of the alliance, short facts and own activity.)

L:  From the East, from the West/ from the North and from the South; all races and peoples/bless with a new blessing /the Maker of all things. / For God made the light of the sun/rise today upon the world. 


L: We are gathered today in many places all around the world to celebrate the formation of the ACT Alliance in which we are united in the common task of all Christians to manifest God’s unconditional love for all people, working towards a world community where all God’s creation live with dignity, justice, peace and full respect for human rights and the environment.

L:  Let us give thanks to God who created everything out of love/ and made every human person in God’s image and likeness

A: Blessed be God our Creator/who brought us all together in this hour in joy and peace, /in forgiveness and reconciliation

L:  Compassionate God, / forgive our sin of not recognizing Your Holy image in others

A:  Keep us all as one body in your Holy Name in peace/this day and all days of our life. Amen
L:  Loving Creator God, we gaze in wonder at the splendid of Your creation


(A bowl of potatoes is carried to the altar, expressing the staple food in the north)

L:  Rich carpeted fields of yellowing grain and overflowing baskets of ripe fruit.


( A basket of maize is carried to the altar, expressing the staple food of the west)


(A bowl of rice is carried to the altar, expressing the staple food of the east)

L:  A banquet of fine wines and rich food, a feast spread out to share.


( A basket of millet/sorghum is carried to the altar, expressing the staple food of the South)

L:  Help us to learn from your generosity/how to share our bread with the hungry/ and to commit ourselves to preparing a banquet for all peoples, a generous feast for all to share. 

A: Amen.


(Text from WCC p 88/89)

HYMN:  Let us break bread together 


(Agape no 52)

Readings

(Readings are chosen to root the values of the ACTAlliance in biblical texts. The proposed texts are proposals and may be altered with biblical texts more suitable for the context, but they should be linked to the values)

L: Let us hear what the Word of God tells us about human dignity: 


(Bible readings preferably read by one of the congregants)

Psalms 8 

A: Singing:  Siyabonga, Jesu x 3. Halleluya, amen.


 (Agape no82)

L:  Let us hear what the Word of God tells us about justice:

Psalm 72. 1-4+12-14

A: Singing: Thank you Jesus x 3. Halleluya, amen


(Agape no 82)

L: Let us hear what the Word of God tells us about peace:
Micha 4.3-4

A: Singing: Gracias, Jesu, amen x3. Aleuya, amen


(Agape no 82)

L: Let us hear what the Word of God tells us about creation:

Gen.1.9-31

A: Singing: Merci, Jesus, amen x 3. Alleluia, Amen.


(Agape no 82)

L: Let us hear what the word of God tells about the call for love in action:
Jes. 58.6-12

HYMN: Nun danket alle Gott


(Agape no 62)

Statement of faith

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Reflection

(Silence - while a photo slide show is shown. Alternatively a short reflection telling a story from the work of the  member organizations celebrating the formation of ACT Alliance, showing how ACT Alliance members’ work reflect one or more of the values.)

Statement of commitment

L: We believe…

A: that all persons are created in the image of God.

A: Haleluya Puji Tuhan


(Agape no30)

L:  We believe…

A: that the church is called/to manifest God’s gracious love for all people/ and work towards a reconciled human community. 

L: We believe/ that this witness/ is more clearly communicated to the world/ when we work together/ as members of one body of Christ.

A: Alleluia, praise the Lord.


(Agape no30)  

L: We believe…

A: that the earth and all it contains/ are God’s gifts given out of love and care/ for all created beings.

A: Aleluya, alabado sea Dios!


(Agape no 30)

L: We believe…

A: that the resources available to us/ are not our own, but gifts from God.

 We believe our vocation to service calls us/ to be faithful to principles of good stewardship.

A: Alleluia, praise the Lord (choose the language of your mother tongue)


(Agape no 30)

Intercession

(A candle may be lightened during each of the prayers)

L: Triune God, we come before you with our deep longing for true community between young and old, men and women, rich and poor, between all nations. We long to overcome the divisions between Christians and between all people created by God. Help us to overcome the many barriers we erect. Help us to dispel our suspicions…

A: that we may see the good intentions in those we meet…


Silence

Hymn: O Lord, hear my prayer x2, When I call, answer me. O Lord hear my prayer x2. Come and listen to me.

L: Help us to set aside our own uncertainty…

A: that we may appreciate the dignity of others.


Silence

Hymn: O Lord hear my prayer

L: Help us to dispel our fears

A: that we may relieve the fears of others.


Silence

Hymn: O Lord hear my prayer

L: Help us to conquer our own pride

A: that we may love our neighbours as ourselves


Silence

Hymn: O Lord hear my prayer

L: Strengthen people faced with emergencies and humanitarian crisis

A: Enable us to act timely, coordinated and adequate in these crisis


Silence

Hymn: O Lord hear my prayer

L: Help those living in poverty and oppression to their daily bread

A: Guide us to act wisely in order to eradicate poverty


Silence

Hymn: O Lord hear my prayer

L: Enlighten those with power in government, business and religion to fulfill their duties to participate in eradicating the root causes to poverty 

A: Empower us all to act for a just, participatory and sustainable society 


Silence

Hymn: O Lord hear my prayer

A: The Lord’s prayer

(Each in your own mother tongue)

Closing hymn

Thine be the Glory

Blessing

L: May the blessing of the God of peace and justice be with us;

May the blessing of the Son who weeps the tears of the world’s suffering be with us;

And may the blessing of the Spirit who inspires us to reconciliation and hope be with us;

From now into eternity.

A: (all may join hands)
The Lord bless us and keep us.

The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us.

The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.

Amen.
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